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They saw it, they reported it.

MEDIA REPORTAGE



A unique event took place in New Delhi on 

August 14th, 1947. The transfer of power 

from British to Indian hands, sanctified and 

marked by the handover of the golden Sengol 

to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, by the high priest 

of the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, a sacred 

non-Brahmin religious order in existence for 

over five-hundred years in Tamil Nadu.

The media reporters were on hand to witness 

and report on the historic moment. 

A traditional ceremony
spurs media fascination



The Hindustan Times reporting a day prior,

on August 13th, wrote

“A gold scepter made of sixty sovereigns, it is 

learnt, will be presented to Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru at his residence by 

representatives of Sri Pandarasannadhi of 

Thiru-vaduthurai Adhinam (Tanjore, Madras 

Presidency) on the morning of August 15.”

The Statesman of August 15th, 1947 

reported, “Representatives of the 

Pandarasannadhi of Thiruvaduthurai 

Adhinam (Tanjore) presented Pandit Nehru 

with a golden sceptre at his residence on 

Thursday night. A large number of South 

Indians watched the ceremony.”



TIME Magazine reporting

on the Transfer of Power

in the issue of

August 25th, 1947.



“The two holy men in the car 
stared straight ahead with 
celestial indifference. They 
were sannyasin... pilgrims from 
an ancient, timeless India. 

One of the two bore a massive 
silver platter upon which was 
folded a swathe of white silk 
streaked in gold, the 
Pitambaram, the Cloth of God. 
The other carried a five-foot 
sceptre, a flask of holy water 
from the Tanjore River, a pouch 
of sacred ash and a pouch of 
boiled rice which had been 
offered at dawn at the feet of 
Nataraja, the Dancing God. 

Their procession came to a stop 
in front of a simple bungalow at 
17, York Road. As once Hindu 
holy men had conferred upon 
ancient India's kings their symbols 
of power, so the sannyasin had 
come to bestow their emblems 
of authority on the man about to 
assume the leadership of a 
modern Indian nation.

Jawaharlal Nehru submitted to it 
with almost cheerful humility. It 
was as if that proud rationalist 
had instinctively understood that 
in the awesome tasks awaiting 
him no possible source of aid 
was to be totally ignored.”

Dominique Lapierre
&
Larry Collins
in
Freedom at Midnight,
1975.

The authors describe

the event in their 

landmark book on 

India’s freedom struggle.

Notes by historians
and writers



“ In New Delhi, at a private residence, Nehru and his 

ministerial colleagues sat cross-legged around a holy fire as 

Hindu priests from Tanjore chanted hymns and sprinkled holy 

water on them.”

“ It was traditional in 

ancient India to derive 

power and authority from 

the holy men. Pandit 

Nehru yielded to all this 

religious ceremony 

because it was said of old 

of the kings of India, that 

this was the traditional 

way of assuming power.”

Yasmin Khan 
in
The Great Partition:
The Making of India and
Pakistan, 2017.

D. F. Karaka
in
Betrayal in
India,
1950.

“ Did not Prime Minister 

Nehru, on the 15th of 

August 1947 sit at the 

yajna to celebrate the 

event of becoming the 

first Prime Minister... 

And wear the Raja 

Danda?”

Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar,
Writings and
Speeches,
1979.



Civilizational continuity
The Kings of the imperial Chola Dynasty assumed power 

by accepting the Sengol, from the head priest.

As he accepted the Sengol from Sri La Sri Kumaraswamy 

Thambiran of the Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru accepted the transfer of power from the 

British to independent India through a uniquely Indian 

symbol, that united the south and the north of India.




